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NATIONS security council 

WASHINGTON. 0 t 


3932 



June 9# 1983 


MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL 

Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

JOHN K. STANFORD 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Defense 

THOMAS B. CORMACK 
Executive Secretary 
' central Intelligence Agency 

Subject; outreach Group Papers 

M hjiw received a paper concerning Central America prepared 
by Faith' Whi tclesey^ s^out reach Group. Clearances or con- 
ments are requested by COB June 14. 

Thank you . 




Robert m. 

Executive 



Secretary 


Attachment 
As stated 



NSC review completed. 
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SovietTCuban Threat ana Bin loop in v«r to. . uuto „ 
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• * . 4 

' . i n rr<.»dno Soviet presence in the Caribbean 

Region! 97 The e U5SR e through"its surrcgate--Cuba~has been able to establish a 
permanent presence in the Western Hemisphere. . 

. The Characteristics of the Soviet/Cuba n B uild-up: Hen, Honey. W.UHe l 
' - The Soviet Union maintains and reinforces its presence by: 

- Deploying its long range Bear Bombers to the region on an almost back- 

- Kirtu-val combatants for 

" near'uavana ^ ^500 military advisors. 

— Providing Cuba with 8,000 civilian advisors. 

in i qr? the Soviets and Cubans had 50 times as man> military advisors in Latin 
•^rica 13 af 5 id m US 6 Lasi year the Soviets increased the,r m,l,tary advisors 

in Cuba by 500. 


> ct»»*rfv stream of military equipment to Cuba. 

- The USSR has also provided * * r «, ♦■'»•»& in military assistance valued 

8 sswa at- 

_• Coban armed forces have grown to a site disproportionate for defensive needs: 

«W _ 

* £ ^ trt v ooc nnn° a Tiavv o'f il % 000 Bnti fiir Bnd 

" defense 5 fore es^of ^16,000 not inciting hundreds of thousands of paramilitary. 

- Cubans have well over 300 MIS ^9^ e « 40.000 military (35.000 

- Castro has about 65.000 Cubans serving o • civilian technicians. 

.. ” “^sir .d"""'- ” - 

every 20 Cubans participates in some security mission. 

™! Ur.SW™ t~ conwnm nr ,..rrm. .nivni. <• f.tr.1 

America and the Caribbean. 

- The., umber of ^vietBioc academic ? -t soared annually 
students jumped from/00 in the 1960 s to Un5on _ Last ye ar 700 

to sponsoring 7.000 '•'**” ’“u *^ there and an additional 300 scholarships were 
being^provided^ 6 Schola^hips L?ude free room., board, tuition, transportation, 
medical care and a small stipend. 

■ , . . ■ ctitrfpnts including 1,600 Nicaraguans are studying 

Cub a^has^ construe ted ^^^is’J^forligners each costing about S3 
.million to build end $600,000 to operate annually. 
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- The implication -of the Scviet/Cuban buildup is that it provides a platform 
for spreading subversion and supporting guerrillas throughout the region. 


- It was Cuba that acted as the catalyst to organise and unify the far-left 


groups ir, El Salvador, assisted in developing the military strategy and encouraged 
the guerrillas to* launch the ill-fated "final" offensive in January 1981. Cuba 
continues to be vital in training and supporting continuing offensives in 
El Salvador by funnel ing weaponsand supplies via Nicaragua to rebel forces in 


£1 Salvador. 

t* 


- Qastro is actively ‘engaoed in' convert ing Nicaragua into another Cuba. 

There are approximately 5,5GQ Cuban civilian advisors and more than 2,000 Cuban 
military and security advisors in Nicaragua. 


- The Sandinistas themselves have boasted they have 138,000 men under arms in 
their active armed forces, reserves, militia, police and security fogies. At 
its present strength, the Sandinista Army represents the largest military force 
in the history of Ceotral.AmerVca. The Sandinistas have built 36 new military 
garrisons since Somova’s downfall. 


- Approximately 70 Nicaraguans were sent to Bulgaria for training as pi icrts 
and mechanics. Existing landing strips in Nicaragua are being lengthened and 
will be able to accommodate the most sophisticated Soviet jet aircraft. MIGs 
could be fl.own in quickly from Cuba. 


- In Grenada, the Cubans are constructing air facilities that exceed the 
requirements of that tiny island. The Grenadian Minister of Mobilization, 
Selwyn Strachan, has boasted. publicly that Cuba will eventually use the new 
airport to supply troops in Angola, and because of its strategic location it 
will also be used by the Soviet Union. Over the past 2 years, Cuba's presence 
has .been aimed at ensuring the viability of the Bishop government. Cuba has 
constructed a battalion size military base, including barracks and training 
areas; and it is building additional training facilities at Calivigny Point 
and Point Egmont. % 


— In Suriname, the Cuban Ambassador is a senior intelligence officer who was • 
formerly Chief of the Caribbean Section of the Americas Department of the Cuban 
Communist Party. The Americas department is responsible for Cuban covert 
activities. The Cuban Ambassador maintains a very close relationship with 
LTC Desire Bouterse, Suriname's military leader, and has continuous access to 
key leaders; 


• . '* 

*«- •w. 
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The Threat Posed by Soviet Expansionism 


- Such communist expansion could lead to an extensive and permanent Soviet 
presence* and *.r increased Soviet strategic capability in the region which 
would create significant military consequences for the US. 

It could place hostile forces and weapons systems within striking 

distance of targets in the US. 

it could proyide air and naval bases, such as those in Nicaragua 
and Grenada, for recovery of Soviet aircraft after strategic missions. 

__ it would furnish missile sites for launching attacks against the US 
with short anti intermediate range missiles. *■ 

-- It could provide bases for use in covert operations against the US end 
our neighbors. 

-- It could provide for prepositioning of Soviet equipment, supplies and 
ammunition in our hemisphere. 

— It could allow the Soviet Pacific and'Atlantic fleets to operate near our 
shores without having to return to the USSR for maintenance. 

__ n could threaten our Caribbean Sea Lines of Communication through 
which a large volume of our goods pass; thus endangering the economic 
we*ll -being of our nation. 

— And finally it could cause the US to divert scarce resources in manpower 
and materiel from other aV ea s of the world to protect an area previously 
considered milixarily secure. 

• T 
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